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Reading by Third Grade Matters

Students who cannot read by 

the end of 3 rd grade are four 

times more likely to drop out 

of high school

4X

Eighty-eight percent of 

students who failed to earn a 

high school diploma were 

struggling readers in 3 rd grade

88%

Eighty-nine percent of low -

income students who 

achieved proficient reading 

skills by 3rd grade graduated

89%





The 
Reading 

Rope

Hollis Scarborough 
(2001)

THE MANY STRANDS THAT ARE WOVEN INTO SKILLED READING

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

WORD RECOGNITION

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
facts, concepts, etc.

VOCABULARY
breadth, precision, links, etc.

LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
syntax, semantics, etc.

VERBAL REASONING
inference, metaphor, etc.

LITERACY KNOWLEDGE
print concepts, genres etc.

SIGHT RECOGNITION
of familiar words

DECODING
Alphabetic principle, spelling-

sound correspondences

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS
syllables, phonemes, etc.



Monitoring Progress  
and 

Instruction Cycle

Formative 
Assessment

Data Analysis

Lesson 
Planning

Instruction

Progress 

Monitored

3 Times/Year



Phonemic Awareness

Ability to manipulate 
sounds in words 

Phonics

Knowledge of 
relationships between 

written letters and 
sounds 

Vocabulary

Understanding the 
meaning of words in 

reading and in written 
and spoken language 

Fluency

Ability to read rapidly

Comprehension

Ability to gain 
meaning while 

reading 

What Do We Need to Focus On?



Scope 
and 

Sequence

Grade Levels Lesson Content

PreK 1-2
19 Lessons
Å Upper & lower -case letter names
Å Simple Word Building

Kindergarten 3-6

36 Lessons
Å Letter Sounds
Å CVC Words
Å Silent e
Å Blends

Å Consonant Digraphs

First 7-11

29 Lessons
Å R-Controlled Vowels
Å Letter Combinations
Å Alternate Vowel Digraphs
Å Compound Words
Å Suffixes
Å Prefixes
Å Syllables
Å Contractions
Å Pronouns
Å Possessives

Second 12-18

27 Lessons
Å Reading Comprehension and Oral Fluency
Å Authentic Literature from Candlewick Press
Å Nonfiction Science Texts
Å Life Science
Å Earth Science
Å Physical Science

End of Year Expectation: 
Level 18  and CCR 420L

End of Year Expectation: Level 11

End of Year Expectation: Level 6

Model Plan



Smarty Ants Español

Grade Levels SAE Lesson Content

PreK 1-3

23 Lessons

Å Letras mayusculas

Å Letras minusculas

Kindergarten 4-8

29 Lessons

Å Silabas directas , grupo 1

Å Silabas inversas

Å Silibas directas , grupo 2

Å Silibas especiales , grupo 1

Å Silabas especiales , grupo 2

First 9-12

24 Lessons

Å Silabas Compuestas

Å Diptongo

Å Diéresis y palabras compuestas

Å Sufijos y prefijos

Scope and Sequence   

End of Year Expectation: Level 8

End of Year Expectation: Level 12



Smarty Ants 
Data


